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Please send all articles for the next Ashdown Log, by Friday, 23 May, to the Editor.

Jean Sandell
Editor’s Comments

by Jean Sandell 

It was good to see so many club members at the new mid-monthly meetings. Thank you, Louise, for organising them.

Nigel’s quiz gave “the little grey cells” an airing although the prize -a round of drinks- seemed to make them disappear again! Tony Howard’s’ presentation on the Faeroe Islands was fascinating. I was surprised that the islands were not as far away as I had thought. The drawback is making your way up to Scotland! At the moment he keeps his boat in Scotland. He uses his boat to the full, moving it around the country to explore different areas and not at great expense! For those not there, his fare by train from the South Coast to Scotland was £19.00.

As the weather improves and daylight increases it makes getting out of the Solent more appealing. There are several cruises which are going further afield this summer. If you want to stay closer to home there will be something for you too, so have a look at the cruise list and contact the organiser if you are interested.

Also, there are more mid-monthly meetings including a presentation and question and answer evening with Sandi Shiret who did the ARC last year. Look at the back section of the log and pencil in some dates in your diary.

The “Cruises in Brief” section, which you will find below, is to give you some idea about a few of the articles in the log.

Ian and I have just come back from a very windy scrubbing weekend but more of that in the next log. Hope to see you on the water or at the Club.

Cruises in Brief

3-4 Feb
A weekend cruise in the Solent with a few little extras to make things more interesting. The weather was cold, sunny with blue skies, and there were very few boats around. Two boats made Gunwharf Quays from Chichester.

24-25 Feb
Three boats from Chichester went round to Gosport Marina, just as one boat from Gosport left to go to the Hamble. A lively beat on Saturday followed by a very pleasant sail on Sunday. Article in next edition of the Log.

24-25 Mar
Four boats made Lymington from Chichester in a cold North/North West wind on Sat. Unfortunately, the wind turn to North East/East on Sun and so the boats decided to return via the Solent rather than the longer trip south of the island.

31Mar-1 Apr
Lots of willing club members, plus some other friends,  helped Lurcece and Summer Song in Chichester Marina and Whisper, Sea Holly, Fizzgig and Taransay Mhor on the drying piles at Itchenor, with a very informal dinner on the ship on Saturday night for those who were there for Saturday night. Weather was windy, but dry and not too cold – perfect paint drying weather.

Weekend Cruise 3 and 4 February 

by Jane Fowler

On Saturday morning 3rd February the temperature was below freezing and the decks covered in ice. Fizzgig slipped her berth at around 9am and her crew, dressed for warmth, looked forward to what lay ahead on a ‘it’s great to be alive’ day - bright sunshine, blue skies but, alas, not much breeze. Just as well for us ‘three greenies’!

There were hardly any boats around so we practised some boat handling manoeuvres. 

Before we ventured over Chi Bar some of the crew practised coming alongside a jetty, and very well they did too, we then gave the mooring buoys a go. I was the first and really messed up, to my embarrassment. Never mind, with some great instruction I learnt my mistakes and should do better next time. 

Once in the Solent we practised heaving to. It was the first time the three of us had carried out this manoeuvre. Later in the afternoon there was no breeze at all so we motor-sailed into Portsmouth Harbour and berthed for the night in Gunwharf Quay where we later met the skipper and crew of Blue Scherzo. We actually sat in the cockpit, enjoying a beer at 7pm on a February evening without feeling too cold. 

We all went ashore only to find the restaurants full. We managed to get a table for 10 in a Tapas restaurant some time later. We all piled onto poor Blue Scherzo for some more beers before enjoying our ‘very small portions of Tapas!’

The following day all our plans to set off at 9.30 went out to sea. We set out for Chi at around 10.30 and Blue Scherzo went to Ryde for lunch. We practised more manoeuvres, man over board, heaving-to and sailing, as the wind had picked up to a moderate NW.

We berthed in Chichester Marina at around 4pm having motored.  It was quite cold so a hot late lunch was heartily eaten.  

I haven’t, sailed for 18 years, apart from two short trips with the Ashdown Sailing Club. I have completed a Day Skipper Course and am now struggling through the next step - Coastal Skipper. When the knowledge is not put to regular use, ‘use it or lose it’ as they say. My brain cell was certainly working hard that weekend, as there seems an endless amount of information to take on board. It was a very enjoyable time and a big thank you to John A and Dave B for imparting their knowledge. 

Diesel Course

by Ian Green

This year I have decided to try (no guarantees available) and take things a little more seriously on the sailing front. While I passed my RYA Day Skipper Navigation theory some time ago I haven't really taken full advantage of the trips to increase my skills significantly. I have tended to go along and 'enjoy the ride' rather than using them to improve my skills, which is easy to do, as there are always far more experienced crew on board to do the thinking for you.


As part of this change of attitude I decided to do the RYA Diesel Engine course. I tracked one down with a little company called Mustang Sailing based near Eastbourne. Mustang are only a small organisation and it took a bit of chasing to get onto the course as the chap on the phone was never actually in the office to take all my details when I called. This made me a little worried that the quality of the course may leave a bit to be desired. My fears were not improved when I eventually found my way to an obscure farm near Arlington and found only two others on the course, although the organiser did say that they normally restrict the numbers to eight or less. 

However the course proved to be a great success. At the appointed time the trainer appeared and shepherded us through the farm buildings to his workshop in a converted barn. All around the bleating and mooing of animals in adjacent barns and fields made a surreal contrast to the workshop full of mechanical paraphernalia. 

The workshop had four or five different types of diesel engine of various ages and designs with parts cut away or exposed such that turning the flywheel by hand allowed you to see how all of the various internal and external parts moved. He took us right through the concepts and functions of the engine and all of its parts and support systems, fuel supply, oil system, electrical, cooling, showing design variations on the various cut away engines. He also had dismantled injection pumps, fuel injectors and even turbo chargers and explained how each worked and the common problems associated with each.

There was a modern Volvo Penta marine engine on a rig with all ancillaries. This one could be started and run. On this engine we all got to do the main routines - changing the fuel & air filters, oil filter, impeller, adjust the tappets and bleed air throughout the fuel system. A serious lecture was given on how failing to open the sea cock for the cooling system can cause overheating of the exhaust and potential fire. Additionally, you could practise dropping tiny screws into inaccessible places and spilling diesel fuel over just about everything without the consequent hours of cursing and fiddling that would normally ensue when performing such tasks on a boat. 

The advantage of an engine on a rig like this is obvious – everything is clear and accessible, parts can be properly identified and routine tasks will never be easier to practice than here. Change an impeller? no problem mate, 2 minute job! Fuel filters and bleed? 5 minutes easy!  For an extra fee Mustang may be prepared to dangle you from a trapeze into a dark box partly filled with a foul smelling cocktail of water, fuel, oil and 20 years of old biscuit crumbs in order to make it more realistic, but then most owners get to do this every couple of weeks anyway.

Although I was already fairly familiar with engines in general, having had to take most of my old Mini and VW Sirocco petrol engines apart on a few occasions, this was all a long time ago, and I knew very little about diesels and the differences for a marine engine. For the last 6 years or so I have been running VW Turbo Diesel cars, but being excellent modern designs I rarely ever lift the bonnet (I sold my Mk3 Golf at 217,000 miles without a major breakdown). Also the engine management systems mean I leave it all to the garage these days so this course was a refreshing chance to get back to basics and get the soft office hands dirty. It was good to actually do the jobs rather than just sitting in a classroom looking at slides and handouts. The tutor was both an engineer and Yacht Master instructor so was full of interesting advice and stories. We broke at lunchtime for a pub lunch in a local place dating from 1733 that had a splendid old open fire.

I would recommend this course and Mustang Sailing to anyone who owns or plans to sail regularly. With their current facilities I would say that more than four students would be too many if you want to get “hands on doing things” so ask how many people are booked in and try and get one that’s not fully subscribed. However Mustang is in the process of moving the course to new premises in the near future so they may have more equipment available.


Come and join this cruise with a difference.

Saturday – sail to Littlehampton

Sunday – take a trip up the river Arun to Arundel on a Kingfisher Cruise boat.

The trip takes 1hr each way and you have 3hrs ashore at Arundel.

Cost £12 per person.

Or take your own dinghy for a trip up the Arun.

I will try to arrange a dinner ashore on Sunday evening.

Monday – sail back to your home berth.

Please send your application in early so that I can book berths and places on the river boat.

Please state whether or not you wish to go on the river cruise.

Forms to Pam Wyatt 

The Ashdown Quiz   2007

by Nigel Barraclough

This one seemed easier than last year with the scores ranging from about 11 to 22 out of 33 – some questions carrying more than one mark.  The questions and answers are in this edition of the Log.

Thanks to those of you who gave me ideas for this quiz. The question about Nelson’s column came into my head as a result of chatting to folk at the end of last year’s quiz - but it wasn’t until I went to Trafalgar Square with a compass that I got the answer about the direction he faced.  Incidentally, my guess was that he faced Admiralty Arch and faced slightly south of west, which meant I was wrong by quite a large margin!

The last question about whale pooh came from the Christmas edition of New Scientist.  I must confess had someone told me that scientists spend their time analysing this stuff it is unlikely I would have believed them but, apparently, it has provided much useful information about what whales eat.  Incidentally the article also said that it is the worst smelling stuff imaginable and if you managed to get it on your clothes – well the best option is to get rid of them. “Essence of skunk” is perfume by comparison!   At least the sniffer dogs like it!

Apologies if I sounded a little biased concerning HMS Challenger – we oceanographers have always considered it to be overshadowed by the “less significant” voyage of HMS Beagle and think it has never really received the recognition it richly deserved. 

We could probably debate where a river ends or begins, particularly the end.  The influence of a freshwater river can extend into the sea many miles and a river can have more than one origin – the “correct” definition is probably the limit of its watershed, but let us end that discussion now.  I took the answer from a reference I have trusted on many previous occasions: the Metropolitan Water Board Handbook of Works – otherwise known as the MWB’s “Little Red Book”.  It may be dated 1974 but I doubt the River Thames has changed very much in that time. 

Finally, the question about the paddle steamer was one I could not resist putting in.  So keep the ideas coming and a tip for next year: if I have written an article in the Ashdown Log recently don’t forget to read it the day before the quiz next year!

Ashdown Quiz 2007

	1
	Who is commemorated on a column in Trafalgar Square?

	2
	What direction does he face?

	3
	Who are the Elder Brethren?

	4
	When and who granted their charter?

	5
	How did the officers of the aircraft carrier HMS Ark Royal (not the present one, the one before) dispose of their wardroom piano just before the ship was scrapped?

	6
	What was the competition held between HMS Alecto and HMS Rattler in 1848?

	7
	What very famous ship sank in April 1912 in position 49 56 W   41 43’N ?

	8
	Where was she built and by whom?

	9
	Name the submarines visible on the quay at the submarine museum.

	10
	Name the classes of RNLI off-shore life boats (5).

	11
	What nautical first did the USS Nautilus achieve on 3rd August 1958?

	12
	What type of “vessel” first built in and launched in Cowes?

	13
	What does TBT / TBTO stand for?

	14
	What did Chay Blyth do for the first time in 1971?

	15
	Where will you find: 2 strips of leather, coloured bunting, leather with a hole in it, two knots?

	16
	Where is the Denmark Straight?

	17
	In radio communications, what expression began to replace CQD by the 1910s?

	18
	What science is generally considered to have started with the voyage of HMS Challenger in 1885?

	19
	What piece of music did Ronald Binge compose?

	20
	Where is the former Royal Yacht Britannia now berthed?

	21
	How were the crew of Britannia known? They weren’t called “humble crew”

	22
	How long is the River Thames, from source to the Nore (3 miles due south of Southend, 3 miles north of Sheerness)?

	23
	Where was the paddle steamer Ryde built?

	24
	A sniffer dog called Bob couldn’t be used for finding whale pooh because he was scared of whales and used to lie curled up in the bottom of the boat.  True or False


Supersize Me

by Mark Hitchin

Stuart’s had been promising to get me a sail on his mate’s Nick 55, “Racer” for some time, and on the second weekend in March I finally got the chance.

“Racer” is fantastic, but totally impractical, with 2.7m draught and a voracious appetite for crew. It has no labour saving devices of any kind and everything is on a grand scale. You just couldn’t sail it single handed and three would be a realistic minimum. (No GPS, no lazy jacks, no installed VHF – Spartan sailing at its purest!) Every task on the boat is a challenge and brute force gets you nowhere so you find yourself always thinking ahead. Just lifting the mainsail cover or coiling any of the lengthy, thick warps leaves you short of breath and with sore arms. Manhandling sails in and out of the cavernous sail locker is a Herculean task. (The sail locker was my favourite feature. I’m more used to a couple of sails stuffed under the berths in the forepeak, in contrast, about a quarter of the Nick was devoted to a huge inventory of huge sails.)

Stuart and I arrived at Bursledon to join “the Beast” on Saturday morning and had a chat with the owner about where to go. The obvious plan was to tack over to Poole, struggling against the wind, but with the tide, for much of the time, to set us up for an easy Sunday morning sail back in a probable westerly wind, again carrying the tide. It caught me a bit by surprise when the owner suggested that we should come back round the south of the Island but the tides would change back east just after lunch which would work out perfectly. We’d be pushing past the Island all morning and sucked back up the Solent in mid afternoon. Of course the wind needed to play ball but it seemed a good provisional plan.

I won’t pretend that the beat to Poole in the Nick was unmitigated joy. The sailing was incredible with a flat sea, sunshine and a good steady wind. We had No2 Genoa and full main - it can be sailed as a cutter but that needs even more crew. Every single tack was seriously hard graft. I’m used to Genoas where you can gather most of the sail in as the boat goes through the wind and a cursory couple of turns on the winch deals with the balance but on the Nick this just wasn’t possible. No matter how fast you pull the sheet in it comes under load before you’re even half way, then follows a muscle popping eon as the rest is slowly wound in.

We went out through the Needles Channel and the endless tacking was over. We stood out and made Poole in two easy tacks as our muscle sinew healed! We made Poole in daylight but by the time Racer’s puny auxiliary engine had pushed us as far as the quay against the tide, it was dark. We were delighted to find there were no other yachts on the quay (unique in my memory, and I lived there for three years!) and used a trip boat as an impromptu pontoon. There was little else to do now but find a restaurant and a source of real ale.

The tide would be with us from about 8:30 the following morning so we departed shortly after seven to enjoy the early morning sunlight and carry the last of the ebb out of Poole. The promised westerly wind turned out to be a good, steady, southerly which suited us fine. Once again we used the No2 Genoa, if we’d had enough people to hoist it we could perhaps have just carried the kite but it takes two people to manhandle the giant spinnie poles and with only three on board it just wasn’t an option. In the chop round St Catherines Point the wind gave out and we had to resort to the engine which could barely give us 4kts – bad news with the tide turning west in three hours! In the event the wind filled back in again from the SSE and the tide dragged us all the way round to Spit Sand Fort and set east just when we needed it. Fantastic luck, err, planning. The wind finally gave out for good outside Southampton water and we motored the rest of the way.

A perfect sailing weekend. We’d used almost every scrap of daylight and enjoyed some thrilling sailing. I hope the rest of this season is as good!

Ocean Sailing

by Sandi Shiret

I’m a country girl at heart, and was nearly 30 before the opportunity to actually go sailing came along.  One summer’s day a casual trip on a Hobie 18 changed my life.

It took a while, but after a few years of racing Dart 18’s and cruising yachts, I realised it had become my passion. I’m not looking to race round the world, although to cruise at a leisurely pace certainly appeals. I simply love being afloat and to experience the sense of freedom it invokes. 

Until last October all my sailing had been coastal, my husband Colin and I sailed our 36ft ketch around the South Coast of England and over to Northern France with an occasional charter abroad for our blue-skies sailing fix. We are planning to go long term cruising in the future, however I had often thought about doing a longer trip now.

So I signed on with Black Arrow which was going from Lymington to Antigua, crossing the Atlantic with the ARC.  This would give me an opportunity to experience my first ocean crossing. But I had no idea what to expect. Seasickness was more than likely, but what’s it like living and sharing such a small space. 

The constant motion took some getting used to, especially in the rougher section of the trip. It could be violent, so we needed to hang-on.  I adapted to the watch system, but it was always hard to wake up after just two hours sleep especially in the early morning.  

The food was kept simple and easy to prepare, washing up was done in the cockpit in seawater, an entertaining mix of rolling pans, plates and soapy water. We fished for our supper and baked bread too.  A word of warning; treat the heads with respect. If you block them you can guess who would be doing the unblocking! There was no shower on board and if there had been we would not have had the fresh water to use it. A bucket is more practical, it uses less water and it can be taken sitting down, but even this is a gymnastic feat if it’s rough. I used wet wipes a lot especially when feeling ill.

Be considerate of your fellow crew, it’s a small space and just because you don’t put your clothes away every day at home does not mean it’s going to work for your fellow crewmates on board. If you are messy, you all too soon end up with a salty, damp mess of clothes & shoes strewn about the floor and no use to anyone especially you. Keeping your stuff in your space also means it should be dry and usable when you need it. After a cold damp watch a dry bunk is a luxury you will soon appreciate and you will rest properly too. Think about your fellow crewmates. If you are well but can see someone else is not, offer to fill their water bottle or ask if they need anything passing up to them. Remember they will be doing their best but some people do suffer more than others. I have a couple of friends that don’t suffer at all, you may be one of the lucky ones. 

I gained a great deal from this voyage. My confidence has grown. Sailing without my usual buddy, Colin, I could not rely on him working like the other half of my jigsaw. I wouldn’t have been manoeuvring the pole on the foredeck in 35 knots or recovering a torn spinnaker, helming in to the pitch black of a Biscay blow, or have been on watch every 3 hours sick or not. We saw some amazing things as well: dolphins, whales, porpoises, sunsets and a tropical bird Mid Atlantic. I had not realized they were ocean wanderers too.

I will be giving a presentation of photos at the club on 18th April, along the lines of ‘An audience with’ the idea being that you can ask me questions about the aspects of my trip that you are interested in. I look forward to seeing you there. 

RYA Cruising Forum

by Ian Sandell

A few weeks ago, a sailing colleague asked if I wanted to attend the RYA Southern Area Cruising Forum. The agenda looked interesting and so I agreed to share a lift on the following Saturday to the Royal Southampton Yacht Club. The attendance fee of £12 was good value as it included lunch, tea and coffee. Unfortunately, the parking at Ocean Village cost almost as much.

We arrived in good time for the 10:30 start and, after coffee, sat down with about 50 other delegates from a variety of clubs for what promised to be some interesting talks. As my colleague, Richard, was there representing our club at Gosport, I enrolled as Ashdown Sailing Club. This attracted several comments from other delegates during the day and I was able to raise our profile a little by explaining what we do.

In the first session, the RYA explained a number of current activities, such as implementing the ending of red diesel, action on hazards from discarded and unmarked fishing gear and disposal of time-expired flares. Forthcoming campaigns concerned mitigating the effects of UK and European legislation. This was followed by advice on preparing for a cruise and on current options for training.

A session by Brookes and Gatehouse, which dealt with options for instrumentation, was given without any hard sell. Of particular interest were the developments in top class racing, which will filter their way down to cruising boats in a few years time. The last session before lunch was by Ocean Safety. This was aimed at safety equipment in general and covered types of liferafts and their contents, flares, lifejackets and EPIRBS.  I found the demonstration of different types of lifejacket particularly interesting.

Guy Addington, who some will remember gave an entertaining talk to ASC last year, had drawn the short straw with the first slot after lunch. To keep us all awake, he gave us a rapid fire 45 question quiz. An extra question from one of the delegates stumped us all. “What shows a white light, followed by 3 rings, followed by a red light?” Answer on page 11. Guy also gave a brief demonstration of an excellent safety CD available from the RNLI, covering Colregs, tides, weather and much more.

For me, the most interesting of all was the weather talk, given by ex-met office forecaster, Frank Singleton. I liked his description of the different requirements for day sailors, blue water cruisers and coastal sailors like us. He also explained why the met office can’t forecast weather specifically for the Solent. Frank sails his Halberg Rassey extensively and was able to combine his knowledge of the weather with his experience as a sailor. As a result, I will now be keeping our hand-held GPS in a metal box, together with the emergency compass.

The final session was the one that I was least interested in - until it started. The enthusiasm and energy of David Green gave us a fascinating talk on how he overcame the problems of taking the rotting hulk of Gypsy Moth IV, encasing her in a concrete tomb in Greenwich, getting her rebuilt at her birthplace at Camper and Nicholson’s yard in Gosport and sailing her round the world again, this time with crews of disadvantaged children. Truly inspiring. 

Worth going? Definitely. I was unsure what to expect beforehand but thought the day very worthwhile. This was the first Forum aimed at club members, as previous ones had been intended for club officials. I hope it is run again and would encourage ASC to attend.

Ashdown Quiz 2007 – The Answers (See Page 7)
	1
	Nelson

	2
	165deg – down Whitehall

	3
	Trinity House

	4
	1512 (Henry VIII)

	5
	Buried at sea by firing it off the ship using one of the aircraft catapults.

	6
	A tug of war the screw Ratler towed the paddle Alecto backwards at 2.9 knots.

	7
	RMS Titanic

	8
	Harland and Wolf - Belfast

	9
	HMS Alliance

	10
	Arun, Thames, Seven, Trent, Tamar

	11
	First ship to reach the North Pole.

	12
	Hovercraft

	13
	Tri-butyl tin (oxide)

	14
	Sail singlehanded around the world to windward

	15
	Markings on  leadline

	16
	Between Greenland and Iceland

	17
	SOS

	18
	Oceanography 

	19
	Sailing by

	20
	Victoria Quay – Leith (not Edinburgh)

	21
	Yachtsman

	22
	210 miles = +-10

	23
	Clyde

	24
	True


Answer to Colregs Question (See Page10)

What shows a white light, followed by 3 rings, followed by a red light? A cyclist with no brakes going downhill.

Club Talks

by Louise George

I have been delighted with the turn out for the talks and the feedback from the guests to Ashdown Sailing Club has been really positive.  

Nigel tested our knowledge at the annual quiz with some fun and slightly more bizarre questions related to life on the water!  

Tony Howard came to talk to us about his trip to the Faeroes.  He had never done a presentation about his trip before and was delighted with the response.  

Bill Walton from the RNLI was delighted at our collection of over £100 for the RNLI and the number of volunteers he had to try life jackets.   The number of members that brought life jackets along was fantastic.  I certainly learnt something from his talk and hope that members found it both useful and enjoyable.

I think the prompt start at 2000 hours is really working as we have time before and after to socialise amongst ourselves and also with the guest speakers. Sorry if you struggle to make that time but you’re welcome to sneak in at the back! 

As you can see we have a few more talks lined up over the coming months but do keep an eye on the website (http://www.ashdownsailing.org.uk/Events.shtml) to find out what the club is up to during the social evenings and of course for the all important sailing cruises/weekends.

Thanks for all your support and I look forward to seeing you down the club for the next talk! Or else!!!! ;0) 

Sailing Programme

by Pam Wyatt

We have now completed the sailing programme for 2007. We have tried to include a variety of places and themes, including some long cruises and some more leisurely ones. In most cases we have stated the intended destination, but of course this is always dependent on suitable weather conditions. 

At the moment we do not have any mid-week cruises on the programme. For the past few years, Kath and Chris Rayner have arranged these and on behalf of you all I thank them for all their hard work. They would now like a break, so if any boat owner would like to take on this task please let me know.

We hope that by giving you more details about the cruises, it will help you to plan your sailing season. It would help the organisers if applications for cruises are submitted in good time, particularly for the Bank Holiday cruises when it is often necessary to book berths at marinas. We realise that it is not always possible for you to commit yourself at an early date and will always try to find a berth for late applicants.

You will see from the programme that the date of the March cruise has been put back one week to make use of more favourable tides.

Some of the cruises need organisers – you don’t have to be a boat owner, so please get in touch with me if you would like to organise a cruise – it is not a difficult job and John or I will give any help needed.

Enjoy your sailing in 2007

Sailing Programme

	Fri 6th to Mon 9th April

Destination Weymouth, visiting Lulworth Cove, Worbarrow Bay or Chapman’s Pool on the way back via Poole Harbour.

Forms to John Alden



	

	Sat 5th to Mon 7th May

A trip east to Littlehampton, possibly of exploring the river Arun on Sunday, and a club meal one evening.

Forms to Pam Wyatt



	

	Sat 26th to Mon 28th May

Across the channel to a destination between Alderney and Fecamp and some good French food.

Forms to  Alan Waller



	

	Sat 16th to Sat 23rd June

Don’t miss the only week cruise of the year. We’ll be leaving the Solent, the prime aim being the Channel Isles and hoping to get as far south as Jersey.

Forms to John Alden



	

	Sat 28th July

A one-day sail.

Forms to Doh and Ian Williams



	

	Sat 4th and Sun 5th Aug

Smaller boat cruise with a gentler itinerary.

Forms to Bill Cox



	

	Fri 13th to Mon 16th July.

A 4-day cruise to Honfleur, hoping to be there for Bastille Day.

Cruise organiser needed.

	Sat 25th to Mon 27th Aug

BBQ and juniors cruise. After last year’s success, we will be going to Island Harbour again this year.

Forms to Kath and Chris Rayner



	

	Sat 15th and Sun 16th Sep

New Destinations Cruise. Somewhere the club has not been before – and maybe you haven’t either. Walk-ashore pontoons at £8 a night, cheap bar and good food. Want to find out where this gem?

Forms to Jean and Ian Sandell



	

	Sat 6th and Sun 7th Oct

Anchoring in Newtown creek overnight.

Forms to Mark Hitchin



	

	Sat 20th and Sun 21st Oct

A cruise to the top of Southampton Water.

Forms to Trevor Denham



	

	Sat 3rd and Sun 4th Nov

Fireworks cruise.

Forms to Gerry Raby



	

	Sat 1st and Sun 2nd Dec

A short Christmas sail and a long dinner.

Cruise organiser needed.

	

	Sat 29th to Mon 31st Dec

New Years Eve sail.

Forms to John Alden




Social Programme

Please do keep an eye on the website for forthcoming events and cruises   http://www.ashdownsailing.org.uk  

 

	Wed 18th Apr

Club night - An Audience with Sandi Shiret! See Ocean Sailing article above.

Sandi will show some pictures and answer our questions about her epic cross Atlantic trip in the ARC. Come along with some questions in mind! 

	

	Wed 2nd May

Club night - Collect your log

Find out more about the area that you sail in….

James Davis from The Chichester Harbour Trust – The Trust is a new charity that works with the Conservancy to protect the beauty and wildlife of the harbour. By acquiring and managing key sites it shields them from inappropriate development, maintaining the rural beauty of the area for all to enjoy.

	

	Wed 16th May

Club night.

	

	Wed 6th June

Club night.

	

	Wed 20th June

Club night.

	

	Wed 4th July

Club night.

Summer BBQ – American Independence Day Style!!!

	

	Wednesday September 5th 2007

Club night.

Philip Littlejohn talks about his Grandfather’s – Alexander Littlejohn - first hand experience of the Titanic.  Philip’s Grandfather rowed Lifeboat 13 from the sinking Titanic.  One of the survivors on his lifeboat was a 9 week old baby – Millvina Dean.

Philip was one of the first relatives of anyone aboard Titanic on the night of the disaster to see the ship lying on the seabed.  Find out more at http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/uk/1928026.stm One not to miss!

	


It might be worth noting that the start time of 2000 hours for the talks/presentations are prompt so that we have plenty of time for a chat after the event - no problem if you are late - just creep in! 

 

If you have any ideas for social nights that we could possibly host at East Grinstead Rugby Club then do let drop me an email louise_loubeelou@hotmail.com or give me a call on 07734779771. 

Many thanks, Louise

	Cruise – 



	Name


	Telephone

	Any special requirements



	To be filled in by skippers bringing a boat

	Boat Name


	Total number of berths

	Crew already agreed



	I understand that Ashdown Sailing Club is introducing me to a skipper with whom I may sail and that ASC does not imply anything about the suitability of the boat or the skipper.

I agree to notify the skipper, before the event, of any relevant medical or physical condition from which I suffer. 

	Signature


	Date

	If you are interested in participating in this event, please return this form asap to the cruise organizer.



	Cruise – 



	Name


	Telephone

	Any special requirements



	To be filled in by skippers bringing a boat

	Boat Name


	Total number of berths

	Crew already agreed



	I understand that Ashdown Sailing Club is introducing me to a skipper with whom I may sail and that ASC does not imply anything about the suitability of the boat or the skipper.

I agree to notify the skipper, before the event, of any relevant medical or physical condition from which I suffer. 

	Signature


	Date

	If you are interested in participating in this event, please return this form asap to the cruise organizer.
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